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Doing Our Best… Achieving Success 



 

 

Dear Parent /Carer,  

 
We in Drumbowie Primary School would like to tell you how we are progressing in 

our school.  This leaflet has been designed to do just that.  It is our ‘ Standards and 

Quality Report ’ for this session 2015-2016. 

 

You will find a brief description of our main achievements during last session. Whilst 

we do many things in the course of a year, we have focused on what we consider to be 

the most important areas.  I have also outlined the school’s main priorities for the next 

session, 2016-2017. 

 

I hope you find this leaflet helpful.  If you have any questions about it, please do not 

hesitate to phone the school office for an appointment.  I will be pleased to offer 

clarification. 

 

I commend and thank the staff for their dedication, enthusiasm and hard work over the 

last session, the pupils on their hard work and enthusiasm and you the parents and 

carers for your on-going support. 

 

Caroline J. Sweeney 

 

 Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Self Evaluation 

 

In compiling this Standards and Quality Report, we have gathered evidence form a 

number of sources. Through professional reflection and evaluation of our practice as 

well as consultation with parents and the wider community we can measure our 

performance. As well as a range of questionnaires, we gather views from stakeholders 

who attend open afternoons and other school events.  

The voice of our pupils is also very important. Pupil views are sought through 

Questionnaires, Sample Groups where pupils meet and discuss their learning with the 

Headteacher and through the work of our Pupil Council. This session our Pupil 

Council have been actively involved in evaluating our School Improvement Plan 

progress.  

 

              
                                                                                                                           



 

 

 

 

Literacy 

 
Task: To improve approaches to teaching literacy by further developing Active 

Literacy across all stages. 

 

We have reviewed our approaches to teaching reading across all stages, by developing 

Active Literacy. Our analysis of assessment data show that attainment in reading has 

improved across the whole school. Children are now more confident when reading 

unfamiliar text. Children are confident in the use of the six comprehension strategies 

employed in the Active literacy programme. The Headteacher’s monitoring 

programme and peer observations across the Learning Community have shown that 

there is now a consistent approach to the delivery of Literacy across all stages.  

 

Pupil Council Evaluation 

The Pupil Council from both schools discussed our progress in Active Literacy and 

decided the following:   

• We use the comprehension strategies 

• We understand fat and skinny questions 

• We are reading novels and we can read in a group 

• We can answer questions from our reading book and use the comprehension 

strategies to help us 

• We can visualise what we are reading – and draw a picture from our head 

• We gave ourselves a green traffic light for this in June 

 

Interdisciplinary Learning 

 

Task: To revise our Interdisciplinary Learning programme, to ensure rich 

contexts for learning across the Learning Community. 

 

We reviewed our Interdisciplinary Learning programme, to ensure that we have the 

scope to deliver a variety of themes which are current and relevant to the children. We 

have started this process by grouping together, naturally linking experiences and 

outcomes from different areas of the curriculum. A new Interdisciplinary grid has now 

been developed and will be introduced next session.  

Pupil Council Evaluation 

Pupil Council were not involved in evaluating this task brief as the work carried out 

this year has not yet been implemented into practice.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Priorities for Session 2015-2016 



Effective Questioning and Higher Order Thinking Skills 

 
Task: To develop Effective Questioning and the use of Higher Order Thinking 

Skills  
 

Staff are now using Higher Order Thinking Skills (H.O.T.S.) in their planning and 

ensuring that these thinking skills are used during active literacy sessions.  By 

carefully considering the types of questions and tasks that we prepare for our pupils, 

we can ensure that we are providing more challenge for our learners. Pupils are now 

more confident with the skills related to H.O.T.S. and can identify which one is being 

used during a task.   

 

Pupil Council Evaluation 

The Pupil Council from both schools discussed our progress in using and 

understanding H.O.T.S. and decided the following:   

• We can create a set of H.O.T.S. questions and we can answer H.O.T.S. 

questions 

• We know which H.O.T.S. we are using in a task 

• We can  identify on the H.O.T.S. wall which are ‘fat’ and which are ‘skinny’ 

questions 

• We gave ourselves a green traffic light for this in June 

 

Outdoor Learning 

 
Task: Develop the use of the Outdoors as a context for learning. 
 

We already engage in outdoor learning but have been looking at ways in which we 

can develop this further to incorporate all areas of the curriculum. 

Staff are aware of various examples of good practice for outdoor learning and are 

considering the opportunities for this when planning. Staff will continue to show 

opportunities for outdoor learning in their planning and children will continue to be 

part of a discussion regarding their thoughts. Due to other priorities from Falkirk 

Council, staff were unable to carry out all of the planned actions for this task. This 

will now be carried forward into next year’s School Improvement Plan. 

 

Pupil Council Evaluation 

The Pupil Council from both schools discussed our progress in Outdoor Learning, and 

decided the following:   

• We learned about shadows outside 

• We take our learning outside if it is nice – PE and drama 

• We need to go outside more, and use outside for our learning 

• We do gardening 

• We gave ourselves a yellow traffic light for this in June 

 

 

 



1+2 Languages 

 
Task: To develop French language across all stages. 

 

As part of the Scottish Government’s policy, Language learning in Scotland: A 1+2 

Approach, we have introduced French across the whole school from P1-7. All staff 

now incorporate French into the daily routine within their classes. A standalone 

French lesson has still been included in weekly plans to teach the children new 

vocabulary and then this has filtered through across the week. Children are becoming 

more confident in using the language. We had a French focus week which was a 

success and children showcased work to parents. Feedback was very positive. We 

have purchased a wide range of French language resources for all stages.  
 

Pupil Council Evaluation 

The Pupil Council from both schools discussed our progress in 1+2 Languages, and 

decided the following:   

• We regularly use French in the classroom 

• We ask and answer questions in French 

• We can count, say days of the week and the weather easily 

• We gave ourselves a green traffic light for this in June. 

 

Participation in Cluster Developments 

 
This session, staff across Braes Cluster have been working on implementing the 1+2 

language programme. Teaching staff from Avonbridge and Drumbowie Primary 

Schools joined their cluster colleagues for a 10 week Professional Development 

course on new methodologies for teaching French. This was a fantastic opportunity 

for us to further develop our skills. Many of these new approaches have already been 

implemented across the school. Mrs Mulvay joined a group of cluster colleagues to 

develop a French progression planner from P1-7 and to also develop a resource pack 

to assist class teachers in the delivery of French. 

We are now very fortunate to have a wide range 

of French resources including games, CD’S and 

well known story books which have been 

translated into French. Every primary school in 

the cluster had a focus week of French 

activities, which were then showcased at 

Maddiston Primary School during an in-service 

day. 

Our school chose to invite parents into join in 

our activities. We demonstrated our skills with French language and displayed our 

Mardi-Gras masks. Parents and other family members, staff and pupils all participated 

in the French 5-A-Day Fitness. A good time was had by all. 

 

As part of our Cluster Improvement Plan, we have also had a focus on developing our 

Health and Wellbeing curriculum. All of the cluster primary schools now have the 

same Health and Wellbeing Skills progression for Social, Emotional and Mental 

Wellbeing. 



 

 

 

 

 
Scottish Country Dancing 

 

Some of our P6 girls have continued to 

participate in Scottish Country 

Dancing Lessons at Avonbridge 

Primary School. This year we held a 

Braes Cluster Day of Dance at 

Avonbridge PS. Our country dancers 

thoroughly enjoyed their morning of 

Dance.  

 

 
 

Scots Poetry Competition 

 

Our cluster annual Scots Poetry competition was held at 

Avonbridge PS this year. As usual all the children 

worked hard to learn a poem by heart and then 

confidently performed their poem to an audience in 

school. A finalist for each stage of the school then 

represented Drumbowie PS in the cluster event. We 

were delighted this year when we found out that two of 

our pupils were winners. Erin Robertson came 3rd in the 

P2 category, while Eilidh McRobbie was the cluster 

winner for the P1 group. Eilidh subsequently went on to 

recite her poem at an assembly in Braes HS. What a 

confident individual to be able to speak in front of such 

a large audience. Well done Eilidh.  

 

Our Fruit Barra 

 

We have continued providing a service to our 

local community by opening our doors once a 

month for our Fruit Barra. This year we have 

trialled a 

variety of 

different 

times to see 

what suits 

our 

customers 

best. The Fruit Barra continues to provide all of 

our pupils with skills for life, learning and work.  

 

Some of what we achieved in 2015-2016 



 
 

 

 

 

Knights & Castles 

 

P1-3 enjoyed a Knights and Castles workshop at 

Cumbernauld Library where they learned about the function 

of a castle, those who lived and worked there, attack & 

defence strategies as well as finding out about medieval 

food and banquets.  They also discussed what a knight did 

and enjoyed dressing up in medieval clothing and armour 

with full size medieval weapons. 

 

 

 
   

 

Callendar House  

The P4-7 children took part in the 

Victorians Workshop at Callendar House in 

Falkirk.  They experienced what life would have 

been like for a young person working in domestic 

service and were given the opportunity to apply 

for a job in the Victorian kitchen and laundry at 

Callendar House. They were also told that to 

work in the house they would have to step aside 

and lower their heads if they encountered one of 

the wealthy family who lived there.  

Dressed in period costume, they assisted with 

the cooking in the kitchen and washing in the 

laundry handling original domestic Victorian 

objects and clothing. They had to decide 

whether the new Victorian innovations made 

domestic chores easier to carry out and then 

compare these to the facilities we have today. 

 

 

Rotary Quiz 
 

Some of our P6 pupils visited Shieldhill Primary to take 

part in the Rotary Quiz.  Unfortunately we didn’t win 

but it was a valiant effort from those who attended and 

answered some really difficult questions.   Well done to 

our representatives who took part and thank you to 

Polmont Rotary Club for organising the event. 

Some of what we achieved in 2015-2016 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Charities 

 

Our Pupil Council organised a 

Champions of Change 10km fundraising 

walk for BBC Children in Need. They 

planned and delivered an assembly 

explaining the details to the rest of the 

school and told them of some of the 

projects their raised money would 

support. The whole school took part in 

Champions for Change and held a 

sponsored 10k walk which involved walking 2k each day for 5 days. Amazingly, we 

managed to raise the fantastic sum of £230.33 for Children in Need! We even got a 

mention on CBBC Newsround!  

 

Big School’s Bird Watch  

 

Our whole school took part in the Big School’s 

Bird Watch. We completed our bird watch in the 

nearby community woodland. From our 

observations we found out that the most common 

birds in our area were crows, magpies, gulls and 

thrushes.  

                     

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Open Afternoons 

 

Our Open Afternoons have become a regular feature 

in our annual calendar. We have been delighted to 

welcome parents and family members to share in our 

learning within Interdisciplinary Learning, French and 

Active Literacy. Our parents have all commented very 

favourably on these sessions.  
 

 

 

 

Some of what we achieved in 2015-2016 



 

 

 

 

Our Learning Community 

 
Renewable Energy 

 

During Term 1, all the children in our Learning 

Community learned about Renewable Energy through 

Interdisciplinary learning. The P4-7 class enjoyed a very 

informative presentation by Graham West from EDF 

energy, who told the children all about the construction 

of a windfarm and how a wind turbine works.  As part of 

this topic, the Learning Community visited Whitelees 

Windfarm located on Eaglesham Moor. It is the largest 

onshore windfarm in the UK and has 215 turbines that 

supply enough power for just under 300,000 homes.   

 

The children all thoroughly enjoyed their visit 

and had an opportunity to attend a 

workshop during which they were able to test the 

best shape of blade to use on a wind turbine 

to produce maximum output and efficiency.  The 

children were amazed at the size of the wind 

turbines when standing underneath them. Later in 

the term, the children proudly presented a 

showcase to their parents of their knowledge and 

learning experiences about 'Renewable Energy'.  

 

As a result of our work on Renewable Energy, our Eco Committee organised an entry 

for the Totally Green School’s award. We sent in a report outlining our learning 

related to Renewable Energy and Burnhead Windfarm. We were delighted when we 

were chosen as the Scottish Regional Winners and were presented with £500 for our 

school.  

 

Summer Concert 

 
Our final joint event was our 

summer concert where we 

entertained our family and friends 

with a selection of ‘Music through 

the Decades.’ This was an excellent 

opportunity to showcase our talents. 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of what we achieved in 2015-2016 



 

 

 

 

Some Pupil and Parent Comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ci4 

“I like the school because they 

support me in my learning and 

encourage me.” 

“I like that it is a small school and it is 

easy to make friends.” 

“All staff are fantastic and seem 

to know and care for each child's 

learning – whatever their level.” 

“The teachers make me laugh.” 

 

“Open door policy.  Always happy to 

listen to parent's concerns.” 

 

“You have improved the notice we 

have for parent events which is much 

appreciated.” 

 

“It’s good to see the children being so 

active in school and learning a new 

language.” 
. 

Thoughts about our school 

“Involve parents and the community 

in the school activities through open 

days/fruit barra etc. which helps give 

the children confidence in 

speaking/performing in front of 

people.” 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Session 2016-2017 will be an exciting time in Braes Cluster. We will be moving 

towards a more integrated approach to improvement planning whereby we will 

collaborate with our colleagues across the cluster on identified areas for improvement. 

Cluster working will take place via working groups comprising staff from early years, 

primary and secondary sectors. This model will ensure that by fostering strong, 

effective partnerships across our cluster we will have a positive impact on 

improvement. 

 
Cluster priorities for Session 2016-2017 are: 

 

Literacy 

To create a tool to track progress of all children in Braes cluster in literacy. 

To share practice within the cluster by focussing on the Significant Aspects of 

learning within identified areas of the Literacy curriculum. 

 

Numeracy and Mathematics 

To create a tool to track progress of all children in Braes cluster in numeracy and 

mathematics. 

To create an assessment tool to support teacher judgement at each level within the 

Broad General Education. 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

To improve mental resilience and well-being within all children of braes cluster by 

developing a Growth Mindset culture within each establishment.  

To improve mental resilience and well-being within all children of braes cluster by 

developing a nurture ethos across cluster schools. 

 

Develop the Young Workforce 

To create a skills framework for learning, life and work throughout the Broad General 

Education.  

 

 

Learning Community Priorities for Session 2016-2017 are: 

 

Outdoor Learning 

To develop the use of the outdoors as a context for learning across all areas of the 

curriculum. 

 

Interdisciplinary Learning 

To implement our new Interdisciplinary learning Grid and to develop assessment 

tasks for Interdisciplinary Learning. 

 
Early Level 

To implement the newly developed authority Success Storybooks within nursery. 

Our Priorities for Session 2016 – 2017 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Contact us at :- 

 

Drumbowie Primary School 

Main Street 

Standburn 

FK1 2HS 

 

 

Telephone: 01234 861223 

Fax:            01324 861531 

Email:         drumbowieprimaryschool@falkirk.gov.uk 

 

Find us and follow us on Twitter:-              @DrumbowiePS 


