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Dear Parent /Carer, 

 
We in Drumbowie Primary School would like to tell you how we are 

progressing in our school.  This leaflet has been designed to do just that.  

This is our ‘Standards and Quality Report’ for session 2013-2014. 

 

You will find a brief description of our main achievements during last 

session.  Whilst we do many things in the course of a year, we have focused 

on what we consider to be the most important areas.  We have also outlined 

the school’s main priorities for next session 2014-2015. 

 

We hope you find this leaflet helpful.  If you have any questions please do 

not hesitate to contact the school. 

 

I commend and thank the staff for their dedication, commitment and hard 

work over the last session.  The parents and carers for their on-going 

support and of course our pupils for their hard work and enthusiasm. 

 
Evelyn S. Livingstone  
Interim Headteacher  
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Our Priorities for Session 2014 - 2015 
 

 
 

We have a new headteacher and we will be working with Avonbridge Primary 
School. 
 

 
Health and Well Being 
Both schools have worked hard to develop work in the school to promote Health and Well 
Being.  We hope to achieve Level 3 accreditation this session. 
 

Numeracy 
We will work at improving our numeracy in all areas of learning with a particular 
emphasis in mental agility.  We will use Big Maths to support this. 
 

Aims and Values  
We are looking at the aims and values of both schools to make them the same for both 
schools.  We are working on a new school brochure too which will involve pupils, parents 
and the community. 
 

Nursery 
A revised model of nursery will start in Avonbridge this session and we will learn about it 
and be involve in transition arrangements 
 

Modern Languages 
We will develop modern languages in Drumbowie – French and a second language  

 

Our Priorities 
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Thoughts about session 2013  -  2014 
 

 
The Fruit Barra has been a huge success and given the 
children such confidence.  (Grandparent)       
 
 
 
        
 

 
Raising money for good causes is good fun.  (P4 Pupil)                                                 

 
Fantastic sport this year (P7 pupil)                                                                                         
 
Our calendar was really fantastic.  (School staff) 
 

 
It was so cool when our photos and sketches were merged 
together. 
(P7 pupil) 

 
 

The barra was hard work but we have learned so much and 
done so many things. (P6 pupil) 
 
 

 
 
The barra was the catalyst for so much and 
parents were so supportive. 
(Mrs Livingstone) 
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Participation in Local, Cluster and National Events 
Staff in Braes Cluster Schools worked together to share ideas about literacy.  They met to 
offer and share ideas and to support each other, to consider the work created by the 
pupils and to ensure that the quality of learning and teaching across the cluster is of a 
consistently high standard. Events such as these have taken forward work in moderation 
and assessment of the Curriculum for Excellence.  More effective questioning has been 
used in the classroom and teachers have shared ideas and approaches.   
 
In the Scot’s Poetry Competition, all the children worked hard to learn a poem by heart.  
They then performed their poem to an audience in school. A finalist for each stage of the 
school then took part in a cluster event hosted by Maddiston Primary School. This was a 
super event with an appreciative audience.  The judges were from Education Services, 
Braes High School along with two pupils selected from nominations made by each school. 
Kelvin from Drumbowie was a judge and took the task very seriously. 
 
The winners in each year group performed their poems at Braes High School for a whole 

school assembly A daunting task! 
 
The children shared their poems with parents and 
visitors in a school event celebrating Burns. 
 
 

Talking for Scotland is an annual event for the small schools in Falkirk 
Council.  Drumbowie took part in both age categories.  The children 
were asked to prepare a short talk on a significant event of 2014.  
There were many to choose from.  The Commonwealth Games, 
Bannockburn, The Referendum and the Homecoming were some of the 
topics considered.  Some talks had a very personal touch including 
those about Miss McKelvie our own Commonwealth athlete. Zoe in P6 
gave an inspirational talk about her involvement in the Nycos choir 
and even included a song!  She was the winner of the senior stage. 
We are very proud of her achievement!.  
 
Perhaps the biggest change this year was working closely with Avonbridge Primary School.  
We have worked together in many ways and sometimes joined together for events.  We 
had two theatre productions this year, the first was the life story of Robert Burns which 
was very funny and included some of the poems we knew.  It was performed by just three  
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actors.  The second performance was about the Commonwealth Games and how they 
started.  This play also had message about healthy living. 
 
The Primary 6 and 7 classes worked with Miss Marshall and Mrs Garioch on aspects of 
personal and sexual health. This created a larger group where questions could be discussed 
and answered.  Everyone approached this work in a mature and responsible fashion.     
 
There have been many other opportunities to work together to share our ideas and learning. 
 
The children attended different events in their year groups.  Primary 4 children went to an 
athletic event at Braes High School. We travelled as one group of Primary 7’s to the Council 
Commonwealth Games.  We also cheered the baton under a common flag when we met 
Clyde at the baton relay in Callendar Park. We also participated in various cluster school 
sports initiatives which included rugby, athletics, basketball and netball. 
 
Drumbowie children were pleased to take part in Avonbridge’s end of year summer concert.  
The schools also dressed up, danced and had lots of fun together. 
 

Going for Glasgow 
We decided as a school to “Go For Gold” which took was hard work and organisation for 
17 children.  We planned our sports, prepared a display board and started to GO FOR 
GLASGOW.  The children contacted pupils in other Commonwealth countries.  We made a 
successful link with Australia which gave us a chance to share similarities and differences 
between schools.  The children also researched the origin of the Commonwealth Games.   
 
Pupils have experienced so many sports and activities - gymnastics, bowling, athletics, 
cycling, basketball, netball, softball, rugby, football, dance and judo to name just a few! 
 
We discussed health and fitness, completed an exercise programme in school and considered 
a good diet for an athlete.   
 
We enjoyed visits from commonwealth athletes, followed the relay baton on its journey and 
kept our countdown to the games.   
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Many of the activities this session will continue in session 2014-15 and contribute 
towards the schools Health and Well Being accreditation. 
 
We have started to work towards our next Eco award.  We have formed an Eco 
committee, made a plan for the school, planted trees and flowers and worked in the 
park with a local planner to make the park family friendly.  We have big plans for next 
session. 
 

World War 2 
We studied the world war and tried to make the experience as interactive as possible.  
Some children visited Haining Day Care and interviewed some veterans.  We had a 
World War 2 museum in school for the day when the children could dress up, handle 
artefacts and ask questions.  
 
A visit to Bo’ness Railway, Summerlee Museum and to Callendar House all added to 
their World War experience. 
 
The children staged a short play about the Home Front as part of their VE Day party.  
The children sang songs of the war and in their roles as people on the Home Front 
spoke of their experiences. The performance was superb and touched the heartstrings of 
the audience.  This demonstrated that the children have a real understanding of what 
they had learned about the World War. 

 
 

Our Priorities for  
2013/2014 
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In May we cooked with Jamie Oliver on-line and visited Tesco’s store for a tour and 
workshop.  This was the favourite outing for our pupils.  They learned so much about 
the foods we eat and where they come from as well as tasting and sampling foods. 
 
We had special guests at our May fruit barra to assess our work for an Enterprise 
Award.  To outline what we had done in Food for Thought and in Going for Glasgow 
we told the story of our year in song, dance and through a powerpoint presentation. 
This also made us realise how much we had done and how much we had enjoyed the 
whole experience.  It gave us Food for Thought!          
 

Other activities and events 
The whole school learned about pirates in the first term.  We 
learned about pirates in the past and present.  We dramatised 
the story of a Scottish pirate who was a woman!  Our 
research helped us to find out about ships, maps and the 
goods that were transported round the world.  We really enjoyed a visit from 
Shakespeare’s Kids who worked with us in a “Pirate Day”. 
 
We raised monies for several charities this year.  We energetically supported Sport 
Relief with a Drumbowie Hope and we donated lots of books to Oxfam, each with a 
message from Drumbowie.  We served tea with daffodils and wore our pyjamas to 
school. We wore red  and learned about heart health. In doing this we learned about 
others who are not as fortunate as we are and we continue to be active citizens in 
our community.  We also had a visit from the SSPCA who helped us to keep our pets 
safe. 

 
We had a walking bus in June.  We met in the morning in an 
agreed place in the village and formed a bus to school.  This 
was a big success and many drivers passing the school were 
surprised by the bus with so many feet!  This was Drumbowie’s 
creative answer to a walking bus.      
                                                                       
We also took part in the Big Fit Walk using the school grounds 
and the park as our route. 
 

The children  designed and painted stones as part of the redesign of the park too. 
 
                                               

 

                                                                                                                                
We hope to continue to take part in some of the sports we tried during the session  
 
We successfully: 
 

completed lawn bowling and ten pin bowling 
participated in cycling proficiency 
played basketball 
tried new field and track events in athletics 
managed six rugby sessions 
took part in gymnastics and rhythmic dance 

 
and enjoyed taster sessions in many sports .   
 

We achieved our Gold!  
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Enterprising Projects at Drumbowie 
We were delighted to be presented with our Platinum Award for Enterprise in June.  
This was the result of the fantastic effort made by the pupils, staff, parents and commu-
nity throughout the year.  Everyone who was involved was so proud of our achieve-
ment. 
 

Food for Thought 
Drumbowie was successful in a bid for Food for Thought grant from the Scottish Gov-
ernment. We were the only school in Falkirk Council to be successful in our bid and 
were excited to make the best of this opportunity. 
 
Our plan was to link with local businesses, to promote healthy eating, to benefit the 
community and to make meaningful links with as many 2014 events as we could.  We 
had a fruit barra in school once a month for use by the community, pupils, families and 
staff.  We sourced fruit and vegetables locally and worked with a local farmer. 
 
In September we visited two different barras that were already established.  This gave 
us ideas about display, packaging and sales promotion.  We welcomed Autokool and 
Deborah Johnston a mum from school who helped us with marketing and the many 
things we had to consider before our barra opened for business. 
 
October was the launch of the Drumbowie Fruit Barra which was based on a spooky 
theme.  We had apple tasting questionnaires, a whole school flash mob dance to 
Thriller and all the fruit and veg sold out! Our first event was a great success! 
 
Naomi Brooks, from Stirling University told us all about food and nutrition and what 
food we should eat to fuel our bodies. 
 
November was the month we started to create our soup 
calendar.  We worked with a photographic artist to com-
plete a very professional calendar from photos and 
sketches of the foods that were the ingredients of our 
soups. At our second fruit barra event we offered tastings 
of different soups.  The most popular made the calendar 
selection  
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Warburton's visited the school and encouraged us to “eat our 
crusts”.  We enjoyed several bread samples which were perfect 
with our homemade soups. 
                                                           
During our visit to the Botanic Gardens we took part in a 
mincemeat hunt and made mincemeat.  We tried a variety of spices and herbs and 
learned how in the past they were used to flavour and preserve over the winter 
months. 
 
Our third barra had a Christmas theme, we added our herbs and spiced products 
from our Botanic trip to our usual selection of goods for sale.     
 
January hosted our fourth barra which had a Scottish theme.  We had poetry 
recitals, songs sung with enthusiasm and we finished with a ceilidh for all.  We also 

served Haggis, neeps and tatties to our guests.  
 
The next barra had a Valentine theme.  The children 
worked hard to create smoothies and our visitors voted 
for their favourites.  Carnations were wrapped and 
decorated with ribbons to mark Valentine’s Day. 

 
In March we went to the Wheelhouse and met the chef.  We learned about the 
different cuts of meat; what they were called and their whereabouts on the body of 
the animal they came from.  We saw behind the scenes of a busy restaurant and all 
the equipment used by the chef.  A busy barra finished the month of March and the 
spring term.  
 
April was a particularly busy month starting with a visit to the farm where we 
sourced our fruit and vegetables and saw lots of activity around the farm including 
new born lambs. 
 
Living Eggs delivered 10 hens eggs which began to 
hatch almost immediately.  The chicks grew quickly and 
we found them new homes with pupils families.  It has 
been reported that the hens will lay their first eggs  in 
October or November. 


