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Doing Our Best… Achieving Success 



 

Dear Parent /Carer, 

 
We in Drumbowie Primary School would like to tell you how we are 

progressing in our school.  This leaflet has been designed to do just that.  

It is our ‘ Standards and Quality Report ’ for this session 2014-2015. 

 

You will find a brief description of our main achievements during last 

session. Whilst we do many things in the course of a year, we have 

focused on what we consider to be the most important areas.  I have also 

outlined the school’s main priorities for the next session, 2015-2016. 

 

I hope you find this leaflet helpful.  If you have any questions about it, 

please do not hesitate to phone the school office for an appointment.  I 

will be pleased to offer clarification. 

 

I commend and thank the staff for their dedication, enthusiasm and hard 

work over the last session, the pupils on their hard work and enthusiasm 

and you the parents and carers for your on-going support. 

 

Caroline J. Sweeney 
 
 Headteacher  

 

 

 

 
                                                                      
                                                                                                                           



 

 

 

 

Participation in Local and Cluster Events 

 
Staff in Braes Cluster Schools have been working together to share ideas and to 

support each other in teaching literacy. They considered the work created by the 

pupils and ensured that the quality of learning and teaching across the cluster is of a 

consistently high standard. Events such as these have taken forward work in 

moderation and assessment of the Curriculum for Excellence.  More effective 

questioning has been used in the classroom and teachers have shared ideas and 

approaches.   

 

In the Scot’s Poetry Competition, all children learned a poem and the first stage was a 

performance in school.  All the children worked hard to learn a poem by heart and 

then confidently performed their poem to an audience in school. A finalist for each 

stage of the school then took part in a cluster event hosted by Shieldhill Primary 

School. This was a super event with an appreciative audience.   

 
This year, a group of our girls participated in 

Scottish Country Dancing Lessons at 

Avonbridge Primary School. They then 

joined with these pupils to entertain a very 

appreciative audience at Brighton’s Parish 

Church. Our country dancers then spent a 

rewarding, if somewhat tiring morning at 

‘The Day of Dance’ at Falkirk Town Hall.  

 

 

 

 

Awards 

 
Going for Glasgow 

In recognition of all the wonderful work we carried out last year in the Going for 

Glasgow Initiative, we were delighted to receive our Going For Glasgow Gold 

Award. Mrs Sweeney, Miss Grant and three pupils represented the school and 

attended the award ceremony at Falkirk Town Hall to collect our award. 

 
School Travel Plan Award 

We have been awarded a silver “School Travel 

Plan Award” for work our P4-7 pupils conducted 

in conjunction with members from the Council’s 

Transport Department. 

 

 

Some of what we achieved in 2014-2015 



 

 

 

 

 

Our Fruit Barra 
 

We were delighted that the work we started last year in 

developing our Fruit and Veg Barra was recognised at 

Falkirk Council’s annual Learning to Achieve Awards. 

We were thrilled that we were the winners of the Social 

Responsibility, Community Involvement and Citizenship 

Award. Many congratulations to everyone who helped us 

achieve this for our “Fruit and Veg Barra Project”.  This is 

an amazing achievement for our school.   
 

 
After our success at the Learning to Achieve Awards, we 

were delighted to be nominated for another award for our 

Fruit Barra, this time from Education Scotland.  As a one 

off to celebrate the nomination we had tasting sessions for 

Scottish produce. This consisted 

of oatcakes and cheese and 

homemade soup.  We had a 

particularly busy ‘barra’, with a 

long queue of people waiting to buy their fresh produce. The 

Daily Record came along to take photographs and the article 

appeared in the paper on Friday 30th January. 
 
In April, we were delighted to showcase our Award 

Winning Fruit Barra to our special visitors: Tommy Castles, 

EIS National President; Margaret Smith, EIS Local Area 

Secretary; Leah Franchetti, EIS Local Area Officer and 

Alex Black, Quality Improvement Manager Falkirk 

Council. Our invited guests met with staff and Miss 

Johnson, our Parent Council Chairperson, visited the Fruit 

Barra, spoke with the children and bought some produce! 

The children then delivered a presentation showcasing their work. We incorporated 

our Interdisciplinary Learning into this ‘barra’, by having food samples from the 

Titanic’s menu and samples of food that the Vikings may have ate. We took this 

opportunity to display the models we had made of the Titanic and Viking Houses. 

 

We set our visitors a challenge of ordering different 

drinks according to the amount of sugar in each one. We 

were all hugely surprised to find out that a bottle of 

milkshake drink had the most sugar! It even has more 

sugar than some well-known soft drinks. Our guests 

thoroughly enjoyed their visit and were suitably 

impressed with our venture and commented particularly 

on how confident and knowledgeable our children are.  

Some of what we achieved in 2014-2015 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Activities and Events 

 
Supporting Charities 

Over the course of the year we have supported a 

number of charities. We dressed up loudly to 

raise money for Globals Make Some Noise  who 

were supporting a number of charities including 

C.H.A.S., Teenage Cancer Trust and DEBRA. 

We sold poppies to raise money for the Scottish 

Poppy Appeal. We all dressed as ‘Super Heroes’ 

to raise money for the BBC Children in Need 

Appeal. We were also able to donate a massive 

£81.50 to Book Aid International.  This was made up of our dress down fundraiser 

money for World Book Day and a gift by the Rotary Club (to be given to a charity of 

our choice), after we entered a joint team with Avonbridge into the Rotary Quiz.  We 

participated in Jump Rope for Heart, to raise money for the British Heart Foundation 

and also for our school. 
 

 

Guide Dog Visit 

In September we had a visit from Tony and his clever 

guide dogs Kinta and Murdoch.Tony gave us all a very 

interesting insight into the life of a Guide Dog for the 

Blind. He is currently training Murdoch by introducing him 

to many different noises and situations. Murdoch will live 

with Tony until he is 2 years old and then will go to the 

Scottish Training Centre for Guide Dogs at Forfar. From 

there Murdoch will be matched with someone who requires 

the assistance of a guide dog 

 

Water Safety Week 

The children visited 

Helix Park to learn all 

about water safety. 

The highlight of the 

visit was the display 

by the Scottish Fire 

and Rescue Service 

divers. 
 

 

 

Some of what we achieved in 2014-2015 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Giant Walking Bus 

Like last year, we took to the Main Street in 

Standburn to bring to motorists attention the 

importance of driving at 20 mph close to a school. 

We were delighted that our local police tweeted 

about our efforts to reduce the risk of accidents 

around our school. 
 

 

 

 

 

Litter Pick 

 

We all were 

Responsible Citizens 

by helping to clean up 

litter around the 

school grounds and 

and in the local 

Drumbowie 

Environmental Park 
 

 

 

 

Open Afternoons 

 

We had a number of Open Afternoons over the course of 

the year, where our parents and family members could 

join us for the afternoon to see what we had been 

learning. During our first Open Afternoon, our parents 

got to see what we had been learning through 

Interdisciplinary Learning. We were travelling Around 

the World in 80 days and had stopped off in Italy. Our 

parents helped us to make healthy pizzas.  
 

 

 

Our parents also joined us in an Active Maths Afternoon where they had a chance to 

see us engaged in real life maths scenarios and also had an opportunity to see the 

different types of activities we do to help us with our maths. Our Interdisciplinary 

Showcase was a huge success. We taught our parents salsa dancing, presented 

information on China, taught them how to write their name using Chinese characters 

and let them taste some Canadian specialities. 
 

 

.   

Some of what we achieved in 2014-2015 



 
 

   

 

 
 

 

Revised Values and Aims 
 

We revised our school values and aims this session. Children in both Avonbridge and 

Drumbowie Primary Schools were asked in groups to discuss what they would like 

our Learning Community to be like and to identify those values which they believed 

were most important. Staff also considered the aims and values of the Learning 

Community. From this information a draft set of aims and values were put out to 

parents for consultation. We now have a revised set of aims and values, which reflect 

how we want to shape Drumbowie Primary School and the learning Community. 

Numeracy 
 

We worked at improving our numeracy this year, with a particular emphasis on 

mental agility.  We used a new resource, Big Maths to support this. Children have all 

been busy practising their ‘Learn It’s’ and are beginning to improve their mental 

agility. We invited parents into the classroom to see this. Here are some of their 

comments: 

 

Staff ERD 
 

Falkirk council have introduced a new way to conduct review meetings and discuss 

staff strengths and next steps. All of our staff have participated in an Employee 

Review and Development meeting this year. 

 

Curriculum for Excellence Planning 

 
Staff from both Avonbridge and Drumbowie Primary Schools worked together to 

revise our planning documents in order to achieve consistency across both schools. 

We have totally revised the ways in which we plan the learning experiences in school.  

In the second term we planned to travel Around the World in 80 Days, as a whole 

school inter disciplinary learning theme for both schools. The children ‘visited’ a 

number of countries, learning about the culture, art and religion of each country and 

comparing this to their own lives. As a culmination of learning, we celebrated with an 

Open Afternoon for our parents where we showcased our knowledge and skills.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of what we achieved in 2014-2015 



 

 

 

 

Our Learning Community 

 

St Andrew’s Day 
We have worked closely with our Learning Community partner, Avonbridge Primary 

School in a number of ways. 

Our first big joint event was our Scottish Celebration to commemorate St Andrew’s 

Day. Parents from both schools joined us to listen to some excellent performances of 

Scottish songs and the children shared what they had been learning about Scotland in 

their classes. We also had a shared Book Fair and managed to fund-raise for both 

schools.  

 

 

Generation Science Workshops 
 

We also participated in 

Generation Science workshops. 

Our P1-3 children were 

involved in a chemistry based 

workshop called Let’s Get 

Fizzy, while our P4-7 children 

thoroughly enjoyed 

programming  robots.  

 

 

Summer Concert 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our final joint event was our summer concert where we entertained our family and 

friends with a selection of ‘Songs from the Musicals.’ This was an excellent 

opportunity to showcase our talents. 

 

 

Some of what we achieved in 2014-2015 



 

 

 

 

Some Pupil and Parent Comments 
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 we achieved in 2014 

“I like getting points.” P1 

Pupil. 

“The teachers help us.” P2 Pupil 

 

“At school I feel safe and 

secure. I can count on the 

teachers to help me.” P5 

Pupil 

“I like all the new work that we 

get to learn.” P3 Pupil 
 

“There is a warm, nurturing feel 

about Drumbowie.” P2 and P5 

Parent 

“The school promotes well-

being through projects i.e ‘fruit 

barra’.” P4 Parent. 
 

“The teachers and staff all know 

the children really well.” P6 

Parent 

“I like that it is small and we can 

all get the right level of work.” 

P7 Pupil. 
 

“All people respect me.” P4 

Pupil 
 

Thoughts about our school 

“The staff are fair and nurturing-

the level of pastoral care is high. 

The children are involved in 

decision making.” P5 Parent. 
 



 

 

 

 

Literacy 

 
We will review our approaches to teaching reading across all stages. We will ensure 

that we incorporate the principles of Active Literacy into our reading programmes. 

 

Interdisciplinary Learning 

 
We currently choose themes for teaching experiences and outcomes in Social Studies 

and Science and link these with two or three other curricular areas. This is known as 

Interdisciplinary Learning, though your children will often refer to this as ‘topic’. We 

will review our current Interdisciplinary Learning programme, to ensure that we have 

the scope to deliver a variety of themes which are current and relevant to the children. 

We will begin this by grouping together, naturally linking experiences and outcomes. 

 

Effective Questioning and Higher Order Thinking Skills 

 
To ensure that we are both supporting and challenging all our learners, staff will focus 

on the further development of Thinking Skills in their planning and delivery of the 

curriculum. 

 

Outdoor Learning 

 
We already engage in outdoor learning but will be looking at ways in which we can 

develop this further to incorporate all areas of the curriculum. 

 

1+2 Languages 

 
The Scottish Government’s policy, Language learning in Scotland: A 1+2 Approach, 

is aimed at ensuring that every child has the opportunity to learn a modern language 

from P1 onwards. Additionally, each child should have the right to learn a second 

modern language from P5 onwards. The policy should be fully implemented across 

the country by 2020. In order to prepare for this, we will be developing the teaching 

of French across the whole school from P1-7. 

 

Nursery Learning Journeys 

 
Each child in nursery has their own individual record of their learning, known as a 

Learning Journey. Nursery staff in conjunction with P1-3 teachers will be looking to 

improve the format of these Learning Journeys so that they clearly show progression 

in learning. 

 

Our Priorities for Session 2015 – 2016 



 

 
 

 

 

Contact us at :- 

 

Drumbowie Primary School 

Main Street 

Standburn 

FK1 2HS 

 

 

Telephone: 01234 861223 

Fax:            01324 861531 

Email:         drumbowieprimaryschool@falkirk.gov.uk 

 

 

Find us and follow us on Twitter:-              @DrumbowiePS 


