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Drumbowie Primary School 

Homework Policy 
 

Aims 
Our aim at Drumbowie Primary School is to make homework: 

 

• An integral part of the curriculum 

• An aid to re-inforce learning 

• An opportunity to involve parents in their children’s learning 

• A means of engaging children as active learners and encourage a positive attitude to 

learning and independence 

 

Homework can help pupils to reflect on the importance of encouraging children to become 

independent learners.  The targets that will be set each week will directly reflect work which 

they undertake in class at that time.  Homework will also enable parents to become more 

involved in their children’s learning.  We aim to maximise the opportunities to promote 

partnership working between pupils, parents and teachers in supporting pupil’s learning.  

Parents/carers can acknowledge the value placed on pupil’s homework by signing and if 

required, adding a supportive comment or raising a concern.  Children will be encouraged on 

a weekly basis to set and review their own learning targets in an area that they are less 

confident in.  They are also encouraged to take an active responsibility for their own learning 

programmes. 

 

What kind of tasks will be set? 

Tasks will generally be open-ended to allow children to complete them in a way that would 

be meaningful to them.  There are a variety of different ways to demonstrate learning.  

Learning opportunities will generally be devised to take account of prior learning and to 

encourage children to be curious and enquiring.  Challenges set will be achievable, realistic 

and relevant to the needs, interests and personal circumstances of the learner.  Where a pupil 

has input from Support Learning, individual adjustments may be made to homework.  This 

will be discussed with the pupil, parent and the class teacher.  On occasions pupils may be 

asked to do some personal research. 

 

When will homework be sent home? 

Primary 1-3 homework is set on a Monday and should be completed and returned to the class 

teacher on a Friday of the same week.  The children will be given a P.L.A.Y. worksheet 

which will outline what activities they will be required to complete during that week. 

 

Language is considered to be an extremely important part of learning in Primary 1-3, the 

main homework set will be language related and mostly reading/phonic activities.  This will 

be work that has already been covered in class. 

 

Primary 4-7 homework will be set on a Thursday and should be completed and returned to 

the class teacher the following Wednesday.  As with Primary 1-3, the children will be given a 

P.L.A.Y. worksheet outlining the activities they will complete throughout the week. 

 

Reading is taught in class except when they are engaged in a novel study.  Where this is the 

case, preparation may be given as a homework task.  Reading activities will usually be set to 



Homework Policy  Drumbowie Primary School             Revised in consultation with parents March 2013  

re-inforce, supplement and extend reading skills as appropriate to the pupil’s development.  

During the early years, reading activities will involve short term practising of skills and 

discussion of texts with parents/carers.  By the senior stages, pupils will be required to take 

more responsibility for their own independent reading while also reflecting on text and 

research. 

 

How long should children spend on Homework? 

Teachers will set homework tasks equivalent to the timings listed below.  These are 

approximate timings and class teachers should speak to their pupils about it. 

 

Primaries: 1 & 2  10-15 minutes per night 

3 & 4  15-20 minutes per night 

5 & 6  20-25 minutes per night 

7  30 minutes per night 

 

Assessing Homework 

Homework is linked to the school’s policy on learning and teaching.  As self and peer 

assessment is a key feature in homework, children may spend time sharing their work with 

peers and the class teacher.  This will be planned and built into the school week.  This 

practice allows class teachers to re-inforce the learning that has taken place while also 

enabling consideration to be given to the range of ways that tasks have been tackled, thus 

extending the understanding and wider thinking of all pupils.  Assessment is carried out at 

this time and each week the teacher will focus on a group within the class for a more detailed 

comment, with each pupil receiving a comment at least once a fortnight. 

 

Use of ICT 

The use of ICT and the Internet has made significant contribution to the amount of reference 

material available at home for children.  All children are expected to produce their own work 

either by editing something they have found, or by expressing it in their own words.  

 

There are many websites containing highly educational material which can have a powerful 

effect on children's learning.  Parents/carers are advised to supervise their child's access to the 

Internet.  Information on age-appropriate educational software packages can be provided by 

the school if required. 

 

Any homework set for the children using a computer can be saved on their Glow account on 

‘My Glow Page’. This work can then be printed off at school if it is needed. 

 

Holidays/sickness 

Pupils going on holiday during term time are encouraged to keep a diary to share with their 

children on their return.  Teachers will support pupils in catching up with work that has been 

missed but textbooks/workbooks will not be given to parents to do the teaching while on 

holiday.  This has in the past proven to be confusing for children.  Pupils can take their 

reading books away with them. 

 

Any child who is likely to be absent long term from school will have their educational needs 

met by the Outreach Service.  Homework will not normally be given out for pupils who are 

off for a short period of time. 


