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Dear Parent /Carer,  

 
We in Drumbowie Primary School would like to tell you how we are progressing in 

our school.  This leaflet has been designed to do just that.  It is our ‘Standards and 

Quality Report’ for this session 2016-2017. 

 

You will find a brief description of our main achievements during last session. Whilst 

we do many things in the course of a year, we have focussed on what we consider to 

be the most important areas.  I have also outlined the school’s main priorities for the 

next session, 2017-2018. 

 

I hope you find this leaflet helpful.  If you have any questions about it, please do not 

hesitate to phone the school office for an appointment.  I will be pleased to offer 

clarification. 

 

I commend and thank the staff for their dedication, enthusiasm and hard work over the 

last session, the pupils on their hard work and enthusiasm and you the parents and 

carers for your on-going support. 

 

Caroline J. Sweeney 

 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Self Evaluation 

 

In compiling this Standards and Quality Report, we have gathered evidence from a 

number of sources. Through professional reflection and evaluation of our practice, as 

well as consultation with parents and the wider community, we can measure our 

performance. As well as a range of questionnaires, we gather views from stakeholders 

who attend open afternoons and other school events.  

The voice of our pupils is also very important. Pupil views are sought through 

Questionnaires, Sample Groups where pupils meet and discuss their learning with the 

Headteacher and through the work of our Pupil Council.  

 

Doing Our Best… Achieving Success 



 

 

 

 
Session 2016-2017 was an exciting time in Braes Cluster. We moved towards a more 

integrated approach to improvement planning whereby we collaborated with our 

colleagues across the cluster on identified areas for improvement. Cluster working 

took place via working groups comprising of staff from early years, primary and 

secondary sectors. This model ensured that by fostering strong, effective partnerships 

across our cluster we would have a positive impact on improvement. 

 
Session 2016-2017 Priorities from our Three Year Cluster Improvement Plan: 

 

Literacy 

 

Task: To develop and apply knowledge and understanding of language. Share 

joint planning and methodologies in reading, across the cluster. 

 

This session the Cluster Working Group have: 

 

• Key skills for reading comprehension were highlighted and progression 

discussed.  
•  Sharing Best Practice sessions were held. Staff had the opportunity to bring 

and discuss teaching materials related to the Active Literacy Reading 

Comprehension Strategies and text specific resources. Secondary staff were 

given access to Active Literacy Teacher Methodology and are now adopting 

this in their classes.  

•  Transition text and accompanying task was devised and shared with all 

schools. The task reflects the shared language of the six comprehension 

strategies and will be used to support essay writing during the P7 Transition 

visit. Different short stories will be selected annually to accommodate multi-

composite schools.  

•  Professional discussion has taken place regarding text levels to prevent 

overlap between primary and secondary. Attention was drawn to the lack of 

access to plays/poetry at primary level – some schools, including Drumbowie 

PS  have now bought titles to address this.  

• Creation of online database of levelled resources. Falkirk ICT Services were 

contacted and server now online for all members of the Braes Cluster. Folders 

have been established for the sharing of generic and text specific reading 

comprehension materials.  

 

Numeracy and Mathematics 

 

Task: Create an assessment tool for Numeracy and Mathematics to support 

teacher judgement at each level in the BGE. 

 

The Cluster Working Group focussed their work on developing a: 

• Consistent approach to assessment in numeracy across cluster 

Our Priorities for Session 2016-2017 



• Cluster standardised assessment tools for each level, based on Numeracy and 

Mathematics Benchmarks  

 

To date the Working Group have created questions for all of the organisers in number, 

money and measure using benchmarks for each level from early to third level. This 

work has led to a better understanding of benchmarks and grouping them together, a 

degree of consistency across Cluster schools and improved communication and 

sharing of resources.  

 

Health and Wellbeing 

Task: Devise an approach to raise awareness of nurture principles/ positive 

attachments within the learning community. Develop a nurture ethos across 

cluster schools. 

 

This session the Cluster Working Group have focussed their work on developing:  

• Awareness of Attachment theory 

• An evaluation of cluster schools against Falkirk council checklists 

• Increasing awareness of behaviour and nurture 

• Sharing good practice and resources 

• Awareness of the use of Boxall profile 

 

Task: Create a strategy for whole school development of a Growth Mindset with 

planned content. 

 

This session the Cluster Working Group have focussed their work on developing:  

• Pupil recognition of Growth Mindset across cluster  

• Staff across cluster confident in use of Growth Mindset strategies 

• Whole school/community awareness increased 

• Resource bank created in shared cluster drive 

 

 

 

Develop the Young Workforce 

Task: To create a skills framework for learning, life and work throughout the 

Broad General Education.  

 

This session the cluster working group have: 

• Raised the profile of key skills for learning, life and work across all schools in 

the cluster. 

• Developed a skills framework to help pupils and staff become more confident 

at identify and discussing these skills, in language that is friendly for each 

stage of the curriculum and for staff. This will be shared with all cluster 

schools for the start of next session.  

• We have piloted a "Skills Board” within one primary school to help pupils and 

staff become more confident at identifying and evaluating these skills during 

their school experiences.  

• Shared good practice of teaching and learning which develops these skills 

across all the schools in the cluster. 

 

 



Session 2016-2017 Priorities from our Learning Community Plan:  

 

 

 

Outdoor Learning 

Task: To develop the use of the outdoors as a context for learning across all 

areas of the curriculum. 

 

• Natural outdoor learning links within Interdisciplinary Learning bundles have 

been noted and are accessible to all staff. Staff will include this within 

forward plans to ensure that outdoor learning is occurring in all classes and is 

evidenced on at least a termly basis. 

• Useful online resources have been researched and shared.  

• An Outdoor Learning policy has been developed, alongside an information 

leaflet for parents. This will now be distributed in August.  

• Staff confidence in delivering outdoor learning, as opposed to ‘learning 

outdoors’, still needs to be developed. Sharing best practice sessions in the 

new academic term will hopefully support this. 
 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Learning 

Task: To implement our new Interdisciplinary Learning Grid and to develop 

assessment tasks for Interdisciplinary Learning. 

 

• Interdisciplinary Learning Grid is now being used to plan across the Learning 

Community.  

• Staff awareness of the Significant Aspects of learning in Science and Social 

Studies has been increased.  

• Appropriate Significant Aspects of Learning have been identified for each of 

our Interdisciplinary Learning Bundles.  

• We have begun to create Rich Tasks to assess progress in Interdisciplinary 

Learning. Class teachers will continue to develop Rich Tasks as they plan for 

Interdisciplinary learning, thus forming a bank of Assessment Tasks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Scottish Country Dancing 

 

Some of our P7 girls have continued 

to participate in Scottish Country 

Dancing Lessons at Avonbridge 

Primary School. This year we held a 

Braes Cluster Day of Dance at Braes 

HS. Our country dancers were asked 

to demonstrate some of the dances.  

 

 

 
 

 

Scots Poetry Competition 

 

Our cluster annual Scots Poetry competition was held at 

Maddiston PS this year. As usual all the children worked 

hard to learn a poem by heart and then confidently 

performed their poem to an audience in school. A finalist for 

each stage of the school then represented Drumbowie PS in 

the cluster event. We were delighted that Eilidh McRobbie 

was awarded 3rd place for the P2 category. Well done 

Eilidh.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Better Energy School Awards 

 

We were delighted to find out that our entry for the Better Energy Schools Award was 

successful. There were a huge number of excellent projects from over 23,000 

children. Our entry- ‘Wall-E and the Waste Warriors' was named as the Highly 

Commended entry for Scotland in the Totally Scientific category.  As a Highly 

Commended entrant, the school received a special certificate together with £250 for 

the school funds.   
 

 

 

 

   Some of our achievements in 2016-2017 



 
 

 

 

 

Rotary Quiz 
 

This year we entered a joint team from 

Avonbridge and Drumbowie Learning 

Community in the annual Polmont Rotary 

Quiz.  I was delighted that our team came 

second place. It was very close- only one point 

between the winning team and our team!  We 

were very proud of the efforts of Niamh and 

Thomas in conjunction with their teammates 

from Avonbridge PS.  

 

 

 Our Learning Community 

 

Generation Science 

Our Learning Community had a fantastic morning when the Generation Science 

Team delivered two workshops. P2-4 children learned about robots and coding as 

they used LEGO® WeDo kits to build their own goalkeepers and program them to 

play. While the P5-7 children explored what electricity is, how it can be stored and 

even created some themselves using specially designed hand generators. They also 

used mini robotic creatures, the Hexbugs, and were set the challenge to charge them 

up for a race round a track. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Project 

 

In conjunction with Avonbridge PS, 

we have been learning all about the 

heritage of our two villages- 

Avonbridge and Standburn. As part 

of this project the pupils worked 

with a storyteller, artists from Delta 

Studio and a number of musicians. 

The children also visited The 

National Mining Museum and 

Summerlee Museum 

Some of our achievements in 2016-2017 



 

 

 

 

 

Some Parent and Pupil Comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“My children feel secure, happy 

and keen to learn at Drumbowie”  

 

Parent Comment 

My friends are kind to me. 

 

Pupil Comment 

 

 “The school has a lovely, 

friendly environment.” 

 

Parent Comment 

 

I like the work in school. 

 

Pupil Comment 

I like that we have very nice teachers.  

 

Pupil Comment 

It is safe in Drumbowie Primary 

School 

 

Pupil Comment 

Children are encouraged to work to 

the best of their ability and are well 

taught/looked after by staff.” 

 

Parent Comment 
 

Thoughts about our school 

“Parents are encouraged to take an 

interest in their child’s learning 

through regular open afternoons and 

learning logs sent home weekly.” 

 

Parent Comment 



 

 

 

 

 
Cluster priorities for Session 2017-2018 are: 

 

Literacy 

• To develop a consistent approach to assessment – moderation/discussion/learner 

observations 

• Moderation of Writing at Cluster Level 

• Shared Teaching Strategies for Writing 

 

Numeracy and Mathematics 

• Trial Number, Money and Measurement questions in cluster schools 

• To create and trial questions for shape, position and movement and data handling 

• Visible Learning/meta-cognition in maths/numeracy  

 

Health and Wellbeing 

Growth Mindset 

• Launch growth mindset in individual schools 

• Lead Duo’s communicate to cluster colleagues in November – take forward 

parental partnership 

Nurture 

• Ensure Staff Development in Nurture across all staff 

• Share good practice 

• Develop Nurture spaces 

• Nurture P7 Transition 

 

Develop the Young Workforce 

• Embed skills framework  

• Audit current practice in relation to S.T.E.M. 

• Develop cluster strategy in relation to S.T.E.M. 

 

1+2 Languages 

• Facilitate CPD in Spanish – build  teacher confidence 

• Focus on P7 transition – focused language skills (moderation) 

 

Learning Community Priorities for Session 2017-2018 are: 

 

• To raise attainment in Writing for pupils to ensure equity of outcomes. 
  

• To raise attainment in Listening and Talking for pupils to ensure equity of 

outcomes. 

• To improve children’s thinking skills through the use of Making Thinking 

Visible.               

Our Priorities for Session 2017 – 2018 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Contact us at :- 

 

Drumbowie Primary School 

Main Street 

Standburn 

FK1 2HS 

 

 

Telephone: 01324 861223 

Fax:            01324 861531 

Email:         drumbowieprimaryschool@falkirk.gov.uk 

 

Find us and follow us on Twitter:-              @DrumbowiePS 


